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Mr. Buehler

Honors Chemistry Overview

Welcome to Honors Chemistry, an advanced college preparatory course for the student who anticipates they may be majoring in the sciences, engineering, medicine, or other math/science-related fields at the college or university level.   We will often use an "inquiry" approach that assumes a curiosity and interest on the part of the student to discover how and why things happen.  Because of the complexity and abstract nature of the subject matter, to be successful, the student must devote a significant amount of study time to master both concepts and detail.   A basic understanding of matter, chemical and physical change, writing chemical formulas and balancing equations is expected.  Scientific vocabulary and lab skills must be mastered early in the course because they  along with the basics listed above form the foundation on which this course is built. 

     TEXT: CHEMISTRY     by Heath 

     TOPICS TO BE COVERED:

         
A. Laboratory Safety
F.  Chemical Reactions
K. Thermodynamics



         
B. Metric System & Scientific Notation
G. Gases


L.  Nuclear Chemistry


C. The Mole Theory 
H. Solutions 

M. Analytical problem solving* 


D. Matter/Periodic Trends / Bonding
I.  Suspensions

N. Chemistry Applications – Past, 
E. Chemical Formulas
J. Acids, Bases, and Ions
     Present, and Future*           

         *Both problem solving and applications relating to chemistry will be introduced throughout the course.

     LAB TEAMS:  This semester, you will work in Cooperative Lab Teams.  In the adult working world, many jobs require employees to work cooperatively (On committees, design teams, evaluation teams, etc.) to accomplish the task.  An education based solely on individual responsibility does not prepare you well for cooperative work, so we will study and learn in a cooperative environment.  Although you will collect data as a team, your grade will be based on your own personal written work and presentations.

     MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR CREDIT:
  
A. Overall average of 60%


        
        



B. Demonstrate competency in laboratory skills and safety.


C. Maintain proper classroom and laboratory behavior.

     LATE WORK:  Late assignments and lab reports turned in before I hand the corrected reports back will be marked down 10% (a whole grade).  Assignments turned in after corrected ones have been returned, will be marked down 30%.  If the work is handed in after the test for that subject, it will not be accepted, it is irrelevant at that point.  Students are responsible for promptly contacting their instructor or responsible “study buddy” to communicate about work assigned while they were absent.
     ABSENCES:  Excused: An appointment, a school activity, or a personal business absence the day before a test, lab report or project due date is no excuse to delay it.  If an assignment or test was announced, be ready for it.  As college prep students, you must assume responsibility for yourself.  Don't use flimsy excuses, and remember, delay is generally not in your best interest.  Of course, if you were ill, or for other acceptable reasons were unable to prepare for the assignment, you may delay it.   

     MAKE-UP:   You are responsible for obtaining and completing any assignment(s) you miss while absent from class.  This is a lab class and labs are often difficult to make up, so excellent attendance is strongly encouraged.  Missed labs must be made up within two “Academic support” periods, or one week, of the absence.  For non-lab assignments, two days will be allowed for each day absent.  In case of one day absences for appointments, school activities, etc.,  lab reports are to be handed in the next school day, and  tests will need to be taken unless other arrangements are made.  Be prepared and be responsible.  Lab and test makeup work will be done during class or during Academic support period or before/after school if special arrangements are needed.  I am usually here late!
     RETAKES:   Students that score below a 70% on a test have the option of retaking the test.  Students will have one week from the date the tests scores are posted, to complete the retake test.  Students must inform the instructor and receive instructions and then complete a remediation task as instructed in order to receive a retake test.  The score of the retake test will REPLACE the original test score, but a score of no greater than 70% will be recorded.
    GRADING: Your individual grade will be calculated from the percentages you earn for all tests, labs, quizzes, reports, and other assignments in the following proportions:  Tests and Quizzes - 60%, Labs – 20%, Homework - 20%, Semester grades are cumulative through both nine weeks.
    Grading Scale:
A  =   93-100
B+ = 87-89
C+ = 77-79
D+ = 67-69   
59 and below = F      





A- =   90-92 
B    = 83-86 
C    = 73-76
D   = 63-66


      

            


          
B-  = 80-82
C-  = 70-72
D- = 60-62
                      
     





             

         

 

      A comprehensive exam will be given at the end of each semester and will count 20% of your semester grade.  Seniors who have an 80% in the class at the end of their second semester are exempt from the final.
    WORDS TO THE WISE:  This is a top level college-prep class, an elective.  You will be doing some of the AP Chemistry labs as well.  You are expected to undertake a work load that will prepare you for  college.  Keep up with your work.  Read assignments on time and do your study sheets.  Take complete notes and study them the night after they are taken.    Ask questions about the things that you cannot explain clearly to yourself.  Questions are the sign of an active learner.  Plan your time so that you can finish your homework without staying up until 3:00 a.m., even when you have a tight schedule.  Prepare for tests well in advance, not just the night before the test.  Remember that you have chosen to take Chemistry.  You are bright and capable, so your grades and education reflect what you choose to do.  I am here to set the standards, provide information, and help as much as possible but ultimately your education, like your life, is your responsibility.  This class exists for your benefit, not for the teacher's or your parents'.  You have the most to gain and the most to lose, so treat yourself well and do the very best job you can.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:


1. Students are expected to be prepared every day:

         

A. bring books, assignments, and writing utensils 

         

B. sharpen pencils, get paper, and be at station when bell rings


2. Get your own scientific calculator for the class!!!!!!!!  They are cheap.  $5 to $10.00 
only.


3.  Class is dismissed by the instructor not the bell.  All lab areas must be cleaned and goggles returned to 


cabinet before students leave  the room.

4. Honesty and integrity of each student is expected.  Cheating will be handled according to the student 


handbook.  I never “let it go”.  You are the “cream of the crop”, act like it.
5. Missed quizzes and mini-quizzes already corrected and returned may NOT be made up and will be given the same grade as your unit test.


6. Students are expected to abide by all school rules regarding computer use and must have full parent 


permission to use the internet in the classroom.



7. Students must practice Laboratory SAFETY at all times. Before being allowed to participate in

the laboratory, the student must pass a written safety test and must sign the contract on the next page stating that he/she understands how & why safety must be practiced in the laboratory and that he/she will observe and obey all safety rules in the lab/classroom.

         A student who refuses to obey safety rules will be dismissed from the laboratory/classroom and will receive a zero score for the laboratory in progress. That student will be required to submit a written statement describing his/her unsafe behavior and indicating that he/she understands why the safety rule(s) exist(s) and that he/she understands the reason for disciplinary action.  Both the student and the student's parent or guardian will be required to sign the completed statement.  The signed statement must be submitted and approved by the instructor before the student will be allowed to participate in any further laboratory activities.  
 

            

  

Sept. 8th ,  2011
Dear Parent or Guardian:


I am pleased to have your student in my Honors Chemistry class this year.  His/Her class will be laboratory oriented because the laboratory is where students may actively participate in the process of science.  


Attached is a course overview and safety contract.  Please read these over with your son/daughter and be sure you understand them completely.  Parental support of school rules, policies, and involvement in the educational process is vital to the student's success.  If you or your child have any questions about the overview, guidelines, or anything else that I may be able to help you with, please contact me at the high school (948-4409) or  home (623-7270).  Please make arrangements in advance if you wish to meet with me during conference hours or before or after school. Please fill out the attached slip and return it this week.  Feel free to contact me at any time.

                                              






Sincerely,

                                             






Marty Buehler






(Fold and tear neatly here)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENT SAFETY CONTRACT

I will:
* Follow all instructions given by the teacher.


* Read directions thoroughly before starting an activity.


* Protect eyes, face, hands, and feet (no flip flops on lab days) while conducting an activity.


* Know the location of first-aid and firefighting equipment.


* Conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times in a lab situation.


* Clean up lab area before leaving the classroom.


*Abide by all school rules for computer and internet use in the classroom.

I have read and agree to abide by the safety regulations as set forth above.  I further agree to follow all other written and verbal instructions given in class.  I have read the overview and understand the rules and the student's responsibilities.

Date____________


___________________________________ 

                               



Student's signature

Date____________


___________________________________ 

                               



Parent's or Guardian's signature

e-mail________________________            Work Phone ______________   Home Phone ____________






     Best times to call ?   ________________________________

Parents' comments:

______________________________________________________________________________

The use of contact lenses in the laboratory or where chemicals are stored and/or handled is strongly discouraged.  Under traumatic conditions with pain and fear as impediments it may be impossible for the victim or anyone else to remove the lens for proper irrigation of the eye in case of accident.
I do/ do not (circle one) plan to wear contact lenses in the laboratory.

___________________________________ 
_____________
_____________________

                  Student's signature



Date

Parent/Guardian Initials

Return this, signed, to class within 3 school days, for a free100% HW grade!
