Biological Science

2011-2012
Biology is a sequential year long course with emphasis on: ecological principles; biochemistry as it relates to cellular structure, function, energy production and diversity; genetics including molecular genetics, heredity and biotechnology; as well as a history of biological diversity.  Students will improve scientific inquiry skills, benefit from reflection practices, and realize the social implications of biological science on society.  The course is aligned with the Essential High School Content Expectations in Biology for the Michigan Merit Exam.
Text: 
Biology-Exploring Life, 2006 ed, CD version also available & On-line textbook at www.biology.com

*textbook is expected to have a cover all semester long to prevent damage*

Students will also use reference materials found in the classroom and library, computer programs, videos, group discussions, mini-lectures, and laboratory activities to construct their knowledge. 

Grading and Course Requirements: 

A.  
Assignments, quizzes, and lab work-



40% of grade
B. 
Unit tests and/or projects –





60% of grade

C.  
End of semester assessment: The students may be required to take a written assessment   and/or complete a comprehensive lab experiment. This will not exceed 20% of the above semester grade.

Grades will be based on the following scale: 100-93 = A, 92-90 = A-, 89-87 = B+, 86-83 = B, 82-80 = B-, 79-77 = C+, 76-73 = C, 72-70 = C-, 69-67 = D+, 66-63 = D, 62-60 = D-, 59 and below = F.

Semester grades will be based on 80% coursework and 20% exam.
Late Work:  All work will have assigned dates to be turned in. If the student does not turn in his/her assignment on the due date, the maximum of 70% will be awarded for that assignment.  Late assignments will be accepted only up to one week from due date.   Students have the responsibility to speak to the teacher or a dependable classmate to determine work that was missed from absences.
Test Retake Policy:

Students that score below a 70% on a test have the option of retaking the test.  Students will have one week, from the date the tests scores are posted, to complete the retake test.  Students must sign up with the instructor and complete the “intent to retake test” form (provided by the instructor).  The form must be turned-in in order to receive the retake test, i.e. you must demonstrate that remediation has taken place.  The score of the retake will REPLACE the original test score, but a score no greater than 70% will be recorded.
Classroom Rules:  Students are expected to follow the guidelines established in the student handbook, laboratory procedure and rules, and any additional rules established by the teacher along with the following:

1.  Students are expected to be prepared every day by bringing book, assignments, and writing utensils with them to class.
 
2.  Students are to be in their seat when the bell rings.

3.  Be polite and respectful to all. No “put-downs" at any time!

4.  Respect property rights of others.

5.  Students are expected to refrain from consuming food and chewing gum in the laboratory.

6.  Class is dismissed by the instructor, not the bell. All lab areas must be cleaned before students leave the room.

7.  Honesty and integrity of each student is expected. Cheating will be handled according to the student handbook.

8.  Students may not handle any of the lab equipment, etc. or sit at lab stations without permission.

Various experiments, equipment, etc. may be left set up at the lab stations. These should not be handled and could be dangerous.

Teacher Contact Information:  
School phone: 
Conference Time: 

